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’;'<:%«•  The  Fever. 

"The  Fever  which  has  been  prevailing 
in  our  town  this  season,  is  believed  very 
strongly  to  resemble  what  is  known  among 
physicians  as  ‘‘Spotted  Fever.”  A  Fe1 
.  ver  now  prevailing  in  Philadelphia  and  its 
vicinity  is  thus  denominated. 

I  v  Hoping  that  it  nu^Eje  of  service,  we 
make  below  some  extracts  from  an  ar¬ 


ticle  in  “Beach’s  Family  Practice”  upon  j 
the  subject.  It  is  just  and  proper  to  ■ 
premise  that  the  treatment  prescribed  is 
!  substantially  the  some  as  that  now  adopt-  j 
ed  by  our  best  physicians:  — 

Spotted  Fever. 

This  very  formidable  disease  made  its 
first  appearance  in  onr  country  in  the 
town  of  Medway,  Massachusetts,  in  the! 
year  1806.  Subsequently  to  that  period, 
it  has  occasionally  been  recognized  as  an  | 
epidemic  in  various  parts  of  the  New! 
England  states,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  ' 
and  on  t lie  borders  of  Canada.  In  1810 
it  prevailed  with-  mortal  rage  in  Wor-j 
cester,  Massachusetts,  and  in  the  autumn! 
of  1812  and  winter  of  1813  the  same  or: 
distinct  epidemic  visited  the  ai my  of  the: 
United  Spates,  stationed  at  Oreenluish, : 
and  at  various  other /situations,  where  its  i 
destroying  power  has  scarcely  been  ex-. ! 
ceeded  by  military  slaughter.  It  was  j 
j  prevalent  also  in  Connecticut  and  Ver- 
i  mont;  and  a  considerable  number  of  fatal  I 
cases  occurred  likewise  in  Boston,  both 
I  among  the  inhabitants  and  soldiers  qnar- 
;  tered  in  that  metropolis.  It  has  usually 
|  occurred  during  cold  weather  of  winter 
j  and  spring,  and  its  continuance  has  bern  , 

!  protracted  in  some'  seasons  to  May  and  ' 

’  June,  chiefly  in  the  interior  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Symptoms  —Though  the  leading  fea¬ 
tures,  of  this  enemy  are  always  the  same, 
yet  his  dress  is  endlessly  varied. 

To .  enumerate  symptoms.  Some  pa 
tients  are  seized  with  violent,  pains  in  l  he 
stomach,  head,  joints,  and  limbs  ;  and  (re- 
quently  the  pain  is  confined  to  a  single 
point  ;  often  to  a  single  toe  or  finger. — 
Some  have  a  violent  ague  and  shaking, 
and  yet  are  not  sensible  of  cold  ;'  and  some 
have,  ho  heat.  Some  were  taken  sudden¬ 
ly,  totally  blind,  or  impenetrably  deaf; 
others  were  not.  affected  at  all  in  those  or¬ 


gans.  A  palsy  of  a  member' was  not  uri- 
freqnent,  and  a  strange  numbness  was 
felt  so  the  nose' and.  face  of  some,  which 
led  them  to  be  rubbing  their  face,  and 
that  for  hours.  Some  had  raving  oi  furi- 
oils  delirium,  others  a  playful  or  hysteric 
alienation  of  mind, -while  others  were  more 
shrewd  than  before.  Some  were  conscious 
of  th.eir  sinking,  ygi, seemed  not  to  mind 
it.  -Some  fell  .into  a  snoring  lethargic 
sleep  from  which  'nothing  would  rouse 
them.  Some  were  so  painfully,  sensible 
as  to  complain  of  the  slightest  touch  or 
motion,  while  others  felt  not  the  pricks  of 
needles  nor  even  the  contact  of  living 
cpnis. 

Treatment  — The  indications  of  cure 
in  this  disease  are, -first  to  recall  the  blood 
from  the  internal  parts  to  the  surface  of 
the  body,  by  promoting  perspiration.-'— 
Second,  to  remove  urgent  symptonfcFl — ; 
Third,  to  sustain  the  sinking  powers  of 
life. 

The  whole  history,  and  symptoms  of 
spotted  fever  show  the  absolute  necessity 
of  administering  such  medicines  as  will 
cause  a  copious  perspiration. 

The  means  recommended  under  the 
other  types  of  fever  may  be  used. in  this, 
but  given  oftener  and  in  greater  doses; 
in  conjunction  with  which  the  vapour  hot  i 
bath  may  be  used,  Dr.  Miner,  who  had  I 
considerable  experience  in  this  disease, 
says  that  not  only  a  warm,  hut  a  hot. 
bath  should  be  used.  An  infusion  of 
boneset  or  ihoroughwovt  is  highly  recom¬ 
mended.  A  small  quantity  of  brandy 
may  be  added,  and  takon  as  warm  and  as 
often  as  possible. 

Purgatives  should  be  daily  given  ;  and 
when  the  patient  is  in  great  distress, twen¬ 
ty  grains  of  the  diaphoretic  powders  may 
be  repeated  every  two  hours.  In  clay¬ 
like  coldness  of  the  surface  let  it  be  tlinr. 
oughly  bathed  with  capsicum  (cayenne 
pepper)  and  brandy  m  suitable  propor¬ 
tions,  simmered  and  applied  as  warm  as 
the  patient  can  bear  it.  A  teaspoon  fill  of 
the  pepper  may  be  given  internally  in  a 
tumbler  of  mint  tea  every  hour  or  two,  un¬ 
til  warmth  of  the  system  is  restored  or  re-  j 
action  takes  place.  The  medicated  vapor; 
bath  may  also  be  used  to  produce  perspi-| 
ration.  The  feet  must  ,  be  frequently ! 
bathed  in  warm  or  hot  water.  Wben! 
the  head  is  much  .affected,  tepid  water 
may  be. applied  to.  the  temples  and  fore¬ 
head.  If  there  is  pain  and  oppression  at 
the  chest,  warm  applications  should  be! 


applied  to  it.  .  Infusions  of  snake  root,  ; 
chamomile ,  catnip balm,  &<\,  may  like¬ 
wise  be  given.  Should  the  violence  of 
the  disease  be  directed  to  the  bowels,  ap¬ 
ply  fomentations  of  hops  and  vinegar. — 
Give,  also  injections.  If  there  is  much 
retching  and  vomiting,  give  small  quanti¬ 
ties  of  brandy  and  essence  of  peppermint 
mixed,  or  the  neutralizing  mixture.  If 
this  should  not  stop  the.  retelling, Jet  the 
mixture  he  given  as  recommended  for, 
vomiting  under  yellow  fever. 

If  great  sinking  comes  on  in  the  course ; 
of  the  disease,  give  a  wine-glass  of  yeast 
every  two  hours;  also  wine  or  purler.  j 

Dr.  Hand  says  :  Under  this  view  ol  the 
subject,  we  see  v  what  must,  decide,  when 
doctors  disagree,  the  cases  giving  laws  to 
the  prescribe^  and  the  symptoms  pointing 
with  iron  index  to  the  only  means  which 
can  save  the  patient  f.om  sinking,  viz., 
cordial,  stimulating  medicine,  and  nourish¬ 
ing  diet.  Tile  pressure  of  the  disease  and 
the  remaining  strength  must  determine  the 
kind  and  quantity  of  means;  and  the 
'range  is  between  going  into  a  warm  bed, 
with  drinking  jtet) nyroyal,  horsemin.t,  spear¬ 
mint  or  peppermint  tea.  and  hot  or  vapor, 
bath,  with  brandy,  laudanum,  ether,  St, a. 

Begin  the  treatment,  by  putting  the  pa¬ 
tient  into  a  warm  bath,  apply  warm  flan¬ 
nels  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  or  bladders 
of  hot  water  to  sides  and  feet,  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  If  the  disease  be  more  than  slight, 
give  'as  a  drink  hot  wine  whey,  milk 
punch,  or  warm  wine  and  water  If  ob¬ 
stinate  nausea  or  puking  attend,  strang¬ 
ling,  put  a  capsicum  and  a  mustard  plas¬ 
ter  or er  the. stomach.  If  lethargic  symp¬ 
toms  come  on,  apply  the  same  on  the  nape 
o.f.thy  neck,  and  increase  all  -the  stimu¬ 
lants,'  '■  ' .- “'•>  '<  Ty 


